
CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY 17th JUNE 2004.

Present:
Bill Shaw – Chair 



Becky Withers – Vice Chair 





Yvonne Bradbury



Tim Harker



David Brown




Jonny Sykes



Nick Conder




David Clark – Parish Clerk


In attendance : Cllr Peter Veasey and Mr R Draper (KDC), also three members of the public
ITEM 1 : 
APOLOGIES : From Police Sgt Wood and PC John Davis

ITEM 2 :
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS :  There were none.

ITEM 3 :
FLY INFESTATION – PRESENTATION BY KDC
3.1
At the invitation of the Council Mr Robert Draper, Senior Environmental Officer at KDC, gave a short presentation.  The summer 2003 infestation had been worse in the Collingbournes than the Chutes.  There had been no warning signs other than the high temperatures and little remedial action had been possible. Mr Draper told the audience that some residents had sought to blame the pig and chicken farms in Collingbourne and the general use of organic fertilisers but he emphasised that there was no factual evidence to suggest that any of these were to blame.    Certainly farming practices in this Parish were found to be satisfactory.  This year all farmers in Kennet had been contacted and reminded of DEFRA best practices, in particular that organic fertiliser must be totally ploughed in within 24 hours of spreading.  All were co-operating and had positively welcomed a programme of inspection this year.

3.2
The Chair opened the meeting to general discussion. In response to questions raised, Mr Draper advised that use of human source organic fertiliser represented no threat if properly ploughed in: he went on to say that high fly populations had been reported across much of the UK last year regardless of farming activity. Finally, that the community could assist by ensuring domestic waste was not put out earlier than the evening before collection and should report any rise in fly population to him or his staff.   He left his telephone number and noted that he and his staff comprised a team of only four but would do whatever they could to respond to any reports.  The Chair thanked Mr Draper for attending and ended the period of public participation.
ITEM 4 :
  APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES

7.1
Approval of the Minutes of the meeting on 13th May 2004 was proposed by Cllr N Conder, seconded by Cllr B Withers,  and approved by all.  

ITEM 5 :
MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES
5.1
Tibbs Meadow Footpath (Item 8.7) :  In the absence of any KDC initiative, the Clerk was instructed to write and press for improvement works on the footpath.  Action : Clerk
5.2
Community Cleansing Grant (Item 8.8) : The Clerk noted that the £150 grant was in the accounts and confirmed booking of the Village Hall for Saturday 18th September.     It was agreed that Cllr Withers would,  in liaison with Youth Groups, identify activities other than simple litter picking for the day: eg  cleaning the bus shelter at Upper Chute, the War memorial,  and perhaps clearing some footpath areas. An  entry for the Chute Chronicle would be needed by 23 August at latest .     Action: Cllr Withers
5.3
Quality Parish Council Training (Item 8.9) :  It was determined that no-one was available to attend the WALC seminar on 24th June.  It was therefore agreed that Phillipa Read’s offer to talk to the Council should be accepted. The Clerk to seek her agreement to attend the next meeting on 29th July. It was also agreed that the meeting could start at 7pm to allow convenient additional discussion time. Action :Clerk
5.4
Emergency Planning (Item 10)  :  No volunteer (CEV) had been identified.  Mrs A Conder was mentioned as ideal and Cllr N Conder agreed to ask her.  Action: Cllr Conder
5.5
Insurance Policy & Choice (Item 11) : It was confirmed that all had seen the circulated insurance policy and associated papers and were content.
5.6
Tibbs Meadow South Boundary Hedge (Item 16) :  It was confirmed that Cllrs Sykes, Conder, Harker and the Clerk had inspected the area on 14 May. That the inspection was useful but that action to clear and reinstate a hedge was impracticable before October/November.  Further that no work should be done without consulting those whose houses backed on to the area concerned.  The Clerk was asked to speak to them, identify any objections and see if any would be prepared to join an informal working party come the Autumn. Action : Clerk
 5.7
Vital Villages Guide (Item 18.1) :    It was agreed that that Cllrs D Brown, N Conder & J Sykes would review the content and identify any action which they would recommend at the next meeting Action Cllrs Brown/Conder/Sykes.

5.8
Vehicle damage to verges – Prevention (Item 18.4) :   The Clerk read the letter he had sent to the legal staff of WCC.  A response dated 16 June was also read. This stated that the Highways Authority would have no objection to the suggested placement of posts or flint-stones on verges provide they were no nearer than 1 metre to the carriageway.    Advice on legal liability for damage caused to vehicles by such measures was not readily available and would probably depend on the particular circumstances.  All agreed that specific cases would be referred for advice should they seem to warrant support.
ITEM 6:
ACCOUNTS FOR YEAR ENDING 31 MARCH 2004
6.1
Approval of the Accounts as presented, duly audited by Mrs N Orlick,  was proposed by Clr J Sykes, seconded by Cllr N Conder and agreed by all.
6.2
Approval of Section 1 of the Audit Return and the supporting analysis was proposed by Cllr T harker, seconded by Cllr D Brown and agreed by all.
6.3
Approval of Section 2 of the Audit Return, specifically that the response ‘yes’ should be made to all questions posed, was proposed by Cllr N Conder, seconded by Cllr Y Bradbury and agreed by all.

ITEM 7 :
BUDGET – FIRST FORECAST OF OUTTURN FOR F/Y 2004/05

7.1
The budget with associated risk assessment was accepted and, specifically, that the under-spend should be used to reinstate the reserve provision for election, bus shelter and war memorial planned at the time the precept was planned -  the small residual balance to go to general contingency.  Proposed by Cllr N Conder, seconded by Cllr Y Bradbury and agreed by all.
ITEM 8 :
THE MUSTEY PROPOSAL – POSSIBLE PLAYGROUND
8.1
The Chair read out the Knight Frank response, dated 2 June 2004, to his letter - he noted that this had been e.mailed to all shortly after receipt.  In summary, this advised that Mrs Mustey was content to provide an open market valuation of both candidates for the ‘land-swap’ by an independent surveyor.  This would enable the Council to defend itself against any allegation of loss or disposal of land assets for less than market value. She would also be prepared to obtain planning approval for the change of use of her land.   As regards the transfer of allotment holders rights,  she did however propose that this should be done by terminating the current agreements and concurrently issuing new agreements for the new location. The Chair noted that the latter course would require issue of a year’s notice in March 2005 and implementation in March 2006.  This would be feasible since it would take some time to move the project forward and obtaining funding for creation of the proposed playground.
8.2
After discussion it was agreed that the next step was to consult on a  ‘without prejudice’ basis with the two parishioners (other than Mrs Mustey herself) who currently hold an allotment in the area subject to the proposed land-swap.  Such informal consultation was not only appropriate but would also sound out their reactions and identify any problems not already noted. The Clerk to contact the allotment holders and establish a mutually convenient date/time.   It was also agreed that to keep the meeting to a manageable size, the Chair and Cllr D Brown would represent the Council.  In the meantime the Chair would acknowledge the letter from Knight Frank.  Action: Chair & Clerk
ITEM 9 :
RESIDENCE LOCATION DATA
9.1
The Clerk read a letter from Wilts Ambulance Service dated 21 May 04 in which receipt of our  revisions to OS maps was  acknowledged.  It advised that their control room had been made aware of the  modifications to the mapping system and had actioned them. The information had also been forwarded to Ordnance Survey.
9.2
It was agreed that the exercise to review the accuracy of OS maps should be repeated annually – the Clerk to note and to arrange for provision of the latest maps from KDC at that time.  Action : Clerk 

ITEM 10 :
CHILDREN’S ROAD SAFETY INITIATIVE
10.1
The terms of the Community Safety Partnership grant of £500 , previously circulated, were agreed and the Clerk directed to sign & submit accordingly.  Cllr B Withers indicated that the children’s designs/drawings should be available for from the youth group for judging by the end of the month (on schedule) and it was agreed that Cllr N Conder would judge the entries.  Action :  Cllrs Withers & Conder, also Clerk
ITEM 11 :
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
11.
The Clerk advised that no applications had been either processed or determined since the last meeting.  The only one received, New Barn barn conversion was on circulation.
ITEM 12 :
VILLAGE DESIGN STATEMENT
12.1
The Chair urged positive input to the ‘Draft Guidelines for Consultation – May 04’ and drew attention to the AONB Management Plan which was about to be circulated and was most relevant..

ITEM 13:
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

13.1
Property Re-building Cost.     Cllr D Brown noted that, although the value of property such as the Pavilion and War memorial was uprated by the insurers each year, this did not necessarily adequately reflect increases in building costs. It was suggested that an independent valuation should be considered.  It was agreed that this should be determined at the next meeting. Action : Clerk
13.2
Condition of Wells     Cllr D Brown also raised the question of the *physical* condition of the wells in the Parish.  It was noted that the local reservoir tank only held around 24hours reserve and, in an emergency, the well supplies could be of value.  It was agreed that a position should be determined at the next meeting. Action : Clerk [*amendment imposed at 29 July Mtg]
13.3
Emptying of Rubbish Bins     Cllr B Withers asked who had responsibility for emptying the rubbish bin at the Upper Chute bus shelter – there was a health issue here.  The Clerk undertook to investigate.  Action : Clerk
13.4
Tidworth Area Festival – Sponsorship      A Letter from the Tidworth Trust dated 4 June 04 seeking sponsorship for events was reviewed.   The Council’s policy of not spending Precept funds on such activities was re-affirmed.
13.5
TCA Health & Social Care Forum   A KDC letter dated 2 June 04 was read advising of steps being taken to set up a Tidworth Community Area forum, as above, and seeking Council representation. It was agreed that permanent representation was not appropriate but that the Council would wish to be kept advised of issues addressed so that a view may be expressed where appropriate.  In the meantime the activity and membership opportunities should be advertised in the Chronicle. Action : Clerk
13.6
Next Meeting and Close  - The Chair noted that the next Council meeting was scheduled for 29th July 2004 and, there being no further business, closed the meeting.
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Signed


Dated


